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SHCHEKINOAZOT meets market demands  

 

The company ShchekinoAzot is a large manufacturer of industrial chemistry products: ammonia, 
sulphuric acid, caprolactam, methanol and ammonium sulphate. This year there was realized 
large scale project on reconstruction of caprolactam production; there was widened ammonium 
sulphate sales geography. The departing year is reviewed by the general director of 
ShchekinoAzot Boris Sokol.  

 

- What is 2013 best 

remembered for? 

In 2013 disruption of urea 

worldwide market began, urea is 

the most expensive product of 

nitrogen chemistry. The price of 

gas estimably increased, followed 

by great raising of prime cost for 

producers of nitrogen fertilizers. 

Simultaneously urea demand 

depressed on basic foreign end 

markets, but demand for main 

cheap fertilizers drove up. As a 

result, ammonium sulphate and 

ammonium nitrate drove out 

urea, the more expensive 

product, out of the market. During 

first months of 2013 ammonium 

cost was falling, also ammonium 

sales reduced on domestic 

market. Liquid nitrogen fertilizers 

happened to be much less in 

demand due to forward spring. 

Essentially reducing of ammonia 

consumption was tenfold during 

first months of this year. All the 

processes on global and domestic 

markets mentioned above 

factored into ShchekinoAzot 

promoting ammonium sulphate. 

On the back of price falling 

overseas depth of ammonium 

sulphate market greatly 

expanded in Russia, CIS and 

Eastern Europe. Besides, the factor 

furthering growth of ammonium 

sulphate markets in CIS region 

became suspension of Ukrainian 

productions of mineral fertilizers. In 

connection with expansion of our 

products sales geography, 

ammonium sulphate in particular, 

our Transport Management 

realized the project on 

implementation of innovative 

technologies into system of cargo 

carriage. The work in this direction  

will be continued next year. 

- Could you evaluate the 

outgoing year as successful for 

the enterprise? 

- Speaking about production 

and realization of ammonium 

sulphate it should be emphasized 

that the company ShchekinoAzot 

has managed to increase volume 

of the product supply to RF and 

CIS markets by 45% comparing 

with 2012. It let to cut 

dependence on external markets. 

The outgoing year may be said to 

have been successful for our 

company. 

- What do and do not you 

expect from 2014? 

We do not expect notable 

changes of prices on market next 

year due to the global economic 

situation. As reported by the 

experts, demand for the fertilizers 

from nitrogen group is going to be 

modestly affected because of 

economic recession. Up to 2015 

the largest segment of ammonium 

sulphate consumption will 

become agricultural producers. 

According to researchers’ data, in 

recent years the tendency of 

decreasing sulphur ratio in 

cultured soils in most Russian 

regions is evident. Practically 80% 

of tilled fields are poor with 

sulphur. The fact that ammonium 

sulphate contains sulphur, having 

positive effect on the quality of 

agricultural production, manages 

using of ammonium sulphate in 

agri-business.  Therefore under 

that logic, this sphere should 

remain the main consumer 

industrial sector of ammonium 

sulphate on the Russian market. 

Ammonium sulphate has been used 

more actively by agricultural enterprises 

 

 

 

for direct fertilization of soils. We 

predict further growth of ammonium 

sulphate treatment volume whether 

for direct fertilization or for production 

of compound fertilizers on the territory 

of RF and CIS. Producers of NPK 

started buying ammonium sulphate 

to manufacture sulphur-containing 

fertilizers, and that is rather positive for 

us. 

- What plans does your company 

have for future? 

- Throughout next 5 years 

forecasted volume of ammonium 

sulphate global markets can grow 

up by approximately $ 200 mlrd. 

Annual increase will total 5,4%. In 

order to improve work with 

customers and to further 

enhancement we are planning to 

start up own packing of mineral 

fertilizers in big bags and to start work 

for producing large-grained 

ammonium sulphate, with market 

needing greatly in it, in near future. 

Market needs greatly such kind of 

ammonium sulphate. The work is 

expected to be sustained, and we 

are ready for it!   

Boris Sokol, 
the general director of 
ShchekinoAzot 




